The Modern Treatment of Tuberculosis
tuberculosis work with other duties, such as health visiting, school
nursing, and domiciliary midwifery.
The special qualifications of a tuberculosis visitor are defined
in the Local Government (Qualification of Medical Officers and
Health Visitors) Regulations, 1930, which require that she must
be qualified as a health visitor or is a fully trained nurse who
has had three months experience at a sanatorium, a tuberculosis
hospital or a tuberculosis dispensary. These conditions do not
apply to a person who has held the appointment of tuberculosis
visitor prior to April ist 1930.
Without the active co/operation of the patient the treatment of
tuberculosis will be unsuccessful, and efforts at prevention will
be seriously prejudiced. The tuberculous patient must be an
active and not a passive resister. Patients not infrequently hold
the view that the responsibility of a successful response to treat/
ment rests with the doctor and nurse, and with them alone, and
that there is no call for the patient to make any effort to assist in
securing this end. It is necessary to advise patients that the arrest
or eradication of disease cannot by the laws of nature but be
associated with some measure of discomfort, and that the active
and intelligent co/operation of the patient is an essential factor in
the successful treatment and prevention of the disease.
UNITS OF SCHEME OF TREATMENT. The tuber/
culosis dispensary or clinic has long been regarded as the first
essential unit of any comprehensive scheme for the treatment of
tuberculosis. It had its origin in this country in the Royal
Victoria Dispensary in Edinburgh, which was established by
Sir Robert Philip in the year 1887. The function of the dis/
pensary is to serve as the centre for diagnosis, examination of
contacts, observation, special treatment and after/care, and for the
dissemination of knowledge regarding the measures to be adopted
for protection against the disease. It should provide, either
directly or indirectly, facilities for bacteriological and pathological
investigations and for radiological examinations. It provides
also a bureau for the filing of records and statistics and is an
important unit in the scheme of after/care, as it constitutes an
essential link between the tuberculosis officer and the ambulant
tuberculous patient; an aspect of its function which is much
appreciated by the intelligent patient.
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